Summary &horbar; The aim of this research was to evaluate the quality and quantity of semen production of pheasants during the reproductive season. Fifty-five male pheasants (Phasianus colchicus mongolicus) were used from 37-59 weeks of age. Semen samples were collected manually on a biweekly basis. At 45 weeks of age, pheasants which had never produced (n = 22) or only produced occasionally (n = 7) were discarded from the study. 
(Received 2 October 1992; accepted 8 August 1993) Summary &horbar; The aim of this research was to evaluate the quality and quantity of semen production of pheasants during the reproductive season. Fifty-five male pheasants (Phasianus colchicus mongolicus) were used from 37-59 weeks of age. Semen samples were collected manually on a biweekly basis. At 45 weeks of age, pheasants which had never produced (n = 22) or only produced occasionally (n = 7) were discarded from the study. The volume of the ejaculate from each male was measured upon each semen collection. Sperm concentration and motility were measured for every semen collection from the 41 st week of age. Body weight was recorded at 38 and 39 weeks and then every 2 weeks. The largest percentage (55%) of males producing semen was reached at 44 weeks of age. Semen variables showed the following mean values during the reproductive season: volume = 105 mg, concentration = 5.86 x 10 9 /ml, and motility scale = 2.45 (modest-good (Johnsgard, 1986; Meriggi, 1992) . In farms, breeders are grouped together in families or colonies and kept in small pens on the ground or in battery cages (Faure et al, 1993) . Usually, reproduction is performed by natural mating, and artificial insemination (Al) has been successfully used (Petitjean et al, 1986; Cerolini et al, 1990 figure 3 . From analysis of variance, there was a significant but very small positive regression between volume and age (b = 0.003; P < 0.001 ). In fact, semen production was quite poor until 44 weeks of age. In the weeks that followed, it increased and stabilized between 106 and 146 mg.
A negative regression was found between semen concentration and age (b = -0.126; P < 0.001 It increased gradually to values between 6 and 7 x 10 9 spermatozoa/ml from 45 to 53 weeks of age (fig 4) (Petitjean et al, 1986) . In reference to the adaptation of the pheasant to manual semen collection, it should be emphasized that under the experimental conditions described, a high percentage of males did not produce any semen (43%). The same result was found in a preliminary Al study in pheasants (Cerolini et al, 1990 ).
Nevertheless, it should be considered that the males used in this experiment originated from a traditional breeding farm with natural copulation and that this was the first time they had been subjected to manual collection of sperm. The percent- (Trapletti, 1991) or varied between 50-58% and 65-75% (Mussa and DeBernardi, 1987) .
